Notes

System Administrators Teleconference

September 11, 2007

Present:  Harriet Sykes, Christina Hamilton, Rubie Mize and Donna Pearce (Host)

NIMSS Update - Rubie
1. Attended the NRSP1 Technical Committee Meeting on August 28, 2007, at the CSREES Waterfront Centre in Washington, DC.  Of the four regional advisors, only Dr. Bill Ravlin is not a member of the NIMSS Oversight Committee.  The NCRA might want to appoint him to that committee.

2. Informed the NRSP-1 committee that the fulltime NIMSS programmer will be hired by this Fall.   In the meantime, a list of upgrades are being compiled:

· Allow data to be downloaded from NIMSS and converted to Excel or Access files that stations can manipulate and use for their own reporting
· Interface with CRIS forms to automatically populate boxes from the NIMSS database
· Interface with Plan of Work reporting on integrated multistate activities

3.  Other revisions underway are:

· Revision of peer review guidelines (EDs)

· Mid-term review form to include impact reporting (EDs) 

· AD 416/417 notification to be specified in e-mails approving participation

3. Change in CRIS (Colien Hefferan’s memo, see below)
It was suggested to CRIS that the e-mail sent to Site Contacts giving instructions on how to access the “test” site be shared with the ED’s as well.  The first impression of the NRSP-1 committee members after seeing the revised form AD-421, is that the definitions/guidelines are geared more towards extension.  Terms such as audience, participants, outcomes/outputs and impacts may be different for research.  The guidelines should be inclusive if research and extension are expected to use the form.

Colien’s Memo

CSREES Announces Changes to CRIS

The goals of the CSREES initiative for One Solution are to decrease the formal and informal reporting burden for grantees, increase the quality of reports, improve accessibility to information, and improve accountability for information requested by OMB, Congress, and the public.  As a step toward integrating CSREES reporting systems, the Agency will release changes to the traditional CRIS reporting system at the beginning of Fiscal Year 2008 (October 1, 2007).  The transition will be in the direction of a more standardized report and is designed to familiarize grantees and project directors with an initial portion of an integrated, web-based, One Solution reporting system addressing problems identified by both grantees and agency staff.  This approach also allows CSREES to leverage this opportunity as it works incrementally toward a full integration for the CSREES Information System (CIS). 

The CRIS Transition Standard Report contains modified categories and guidance that, in addition to research, now covers Extension and Education content. The report format has evolved from the existing CRIS categories aligning the modifications with the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) Research Performance Progress Report (RPPR) http://grantsgov.tmp.com/grants/assets/rppr.pdf (which is expected to be required of all federal research agencies in the near future), and the CSREES Generic Logic Model http://www.csrees.usda.gov/business/reporting/part/gen_logic_model.pdf .

The CRIS Transition Standard Report includes the Work Unit/Project Description Resume (AD-416) and Classification (AD-417) with enhanced guidance. The most substantive changes are found in the “Accomplishment Report” (formerly known as the Progress Report on the form AD-421 report).  The “Accomplishment Report” categories will include:  Outputs, Outcomes/Impacts, Publications, Participants, and Project Modifications.  Detailed guidance is provided for each category.

As CSREES has done with the on-line Plan of Work process in the past, the CRIS site administrator at your institution will be notified when they can view the actual template and experiment with the “sandbox” of the CRIS Transition Standard Report.  Finally, thanks to the partnership for contributing to the One Solution business case (2005), project plan (2006), and more recently the CRIS Transition Standard Report (2007) categories and guidance.  Further information on One Solution can be found at: www.csrees.usda.gov/onesolution or contact Dr. Greg Crosby, (202) 401-6050 gcrosby@csrees.usda.gov
ESCOP Website Update – Donna
After discussion on how to go about uploading agendas and minutes on the new ESCOP site the System Admins have decided for now to post agendas/agenda briefs on their regional website until after the meeting, once the minutes have been compiled, then save the doucment as an PDF file and upload the file on the ESCOP site.  In the meantime, Donna is going to work with John, NC State programmer, on re-designing the agenda/minutes section on the ESCOP site to make it more user friendly for Sytem Admins.  Donna asked the group to think about ways to make this section better and send her any suggestions and she will run them by John.
Donna and John hope to have the new site live no later than November 1, 2007 with or without the re-design of the agenda/minutes section.

Next System Administrator Teleconference: Harriet will host the meeting on October 16 (9am WDT; 10am CDT; 11am EDT). 
